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Sharing nevs from the Order of St John

The Oder gds a nav home

On the 27th November 2009, the Order Secretariat and St John
Eye Hospital Group moved into their new home - 3 & 4 Charter-
house Mews in Clerkenwell, London.

Due to the outstanding generosity of Mr Robert Ehinger Krehl
from Switerland, who has since sadly passed away, the Order
was able to purchase this property as their permanent home in
London. Just minutes away from St John’s Gate, we are still at
the heart of St John’s history here in London but now with an of-
fice with modern facilities and much needed space.

“The Order will be forever grateful to Robert for his support”

said the Secretary General, Andrew Gough, “The move has been
challenging but a good opportunity for a much needed spring clean!”

The offices are on three floors. A board room, meeting room and kitchen g
on the ground level. The Order Secretariat is then on the first floor (right) g
and the Eye Hospital on the top. With our new space we will be able to
host the Steering Committee meetings and external events without hav-
ing to move too far!

The Order of St John would like to thank Robert and his family for this wonderful gift. A memorial board will be
placed in the entrance to record Robert's generosity, alongside his photograph.

We always welcome visitors, please contact us at the Order Secretariat, 3 Charterhouse Mews, London EC1M
6BB. Our telephone numbers and email addresses have remained the same (see page 4).

St John Knya supporting victims of the deastaing drought

St John Kenya, supported by The Johanniter, are distributing food rations and
_providing emergency medical aid to a huge number of the population who have

e

¥ been devastated by the recent drought.

’ “In the last two years, large parts of Kenya have frequently gone without the
‘usual seasonal rainfall. In many regions, this has drastically affected the food
supply. According to official estimates, 3.8 million cattle owners and small-scale
i farmers in rural regions are affected by food shortages due to lack of rainfall.
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Many people are suffering from malnutrition, making them particularly susceptible to infectious diseases. The
number of cases of diarrhoea has increased due to the poor quality of the available water.

St John volunteers are working in eight districts in the Eastern Province, Rift Valley and Coast Province over

the next few months to provide these vital rations. The population in these areas has been especially hard hit

by the effects of the drought. With the support of the Johanniter, 2,500 people will receive medical care and

more than 15,000 people will receive food rations. The project has been funded by 123,000 Euros with 111,500
euros coming from Germany's Federal Foreign Office.

www.orderofstjohn.org



Where there is like...there is hope

Following support fliom all aound the world, St John Zimbale updée us on their &tra ordinary work

Two years ago we thought,
"We'll have to close St
John Zimbabwe, at least
temporarily". Then at the
Africa Regional Meeting in
Mauritius, we poured out
our woes and our cries
were taken seriously in the
most generous manner.

Our ambulance service in
Zimbabwe goes back to
1957, but because of the
economic crisis here it was
almost dead despite of the
need. Spare parts were
hard to come by and our
models are outdated. However, what is this compared to sav-
ing a life? Once in the middle of the night our crew had to
take a woman in labour to the hospital and the attending
doctor pronounced her dead. Our young men pleaded to be
allowed to try resuscitation. After 30 minutes the woman
came to life - the baby has a mother!

Currently we can admire four beautifully refurbished ambu-
lances in the Customs Yard which have been kindly donated
by St John in Australia. When these ambulances plough the
streets of Harare and Bulawayo, we expect the traffic to
come to a standstill. Never before were such exquisite am-
bulances been seen here! Alongside this state of the art
equipment, we contiune to offer First Aid and Caring
courses. All these courses also have a component on HIV
and Aids.

Presently Zimbabwe has one of the highest rates of infected
people and one of the poorest economies in the world with
95% of the employable population out of work. The UN
states that the

St John will not wipe out AIDs,
but we wish to make our con-
tribution in the fight against it
as far as our capacity allows.
Hospitals in Zimbabwe cannot
cope with the pandemic and
very rarely do they keep pa-
tients in hospital. Two years ago
St John started to offer courses in Caring to some of the
many leaders of child headed households, usually young-
sters between 14-20 yrs.

All the Caring courses for the leaders of child headed house-
holds have to be financed by our kind supporters. Our sister
organisation, the Johanniter, is particularly generous. For two

years now St John was fortunate to be able to hold two
courses almost weekly in Harare. Almost 2000 young people
have taken part in the courses since we started. We feel that
the whole St John family is part of our efforts to help the most
vulnerable people. This

is noticeable too for the

public when our proud

youngsters sport the T-

shirts, labelled "do-

nated by St John

Malaysia."

Over time, St John

learned that the human

benefits of the Caring

courses go beyond the basic nursing skills. Most of the
young participants are depressed, traumatised, and frus-
trated and many live in appalling conditions. Now, the young
carers will be able to make life a little more bearable for the
sufferers. Sad though it is, they will also be better prepared
to deal with death, with the dying patient, and the grieving
family. For the patients the greatest benefit is that they have
carers to look after them, they do not have the feeling that
they are neglected or totally abandoned.

A St John certificate in Caring also qualifies the holder to be
a nurse aide with the possibility of finding work in a clinic,
nursing home or private household. The public health service
has lost about half their more highly qualified personnel and
with hospitals now reopening, qualified nurse aides are sud-
denly in demand. That situation has already given jobs to
about 100 of our "graduates". Truely fantastic.

The recent and severe cholera epidemic that raged in Zim-
babwe and killed thousands of people really tested the
strength and preparedness of St John. With substantial help
from St John around the world, we could send our volunteers
to two cholera camps outside the city of Harare. They
worked alongside Doctors without Borders and UNICEF
while the city health service threw up their hands in despair.
Our young people did not shun the most menial jobs that this
epidemic requires such as constantly cleaning up and disin-
fecting the camps as well as those jobs that required more
skills like supervising drips.

The volunteers who worked in the
camps came exclusively from our child
headed household and schools pro-
gramme, which currently as 56
schools involved. That gave us the
sense that our troubles are worth-
while. While we were happy when the
epidemic subsided, there were tears
from our lovely volunteers. They had
been happy to be of use to the com-
munity instead of lingering about un-
employed. St John as a whole is enriched by their brave
commitment.

www.orderofstjohn.org



From Afghanigan to Haiti

St John Carda embarls on unigue pogrammes in two very different environments

St John Canada has broadcast more than 2,500 first aid radio spots
directly into homes in Kandahar, Afghanistan since May 2009. Working in
partnership with local RanaFM radio station, the topics instruct listeners on
how to treat burns, bumps-to-the-head, germs and infection prevention.
Written in Canada and then translated into local Pashto dialect, the 55-sec-
ond health and safety tips are intended to benefit 70,000 listeners everyday during the 32 month campaign.

The idea to launch a radio campaign was sparked during an information session in February 2009 with Cana-
dian Forces physician, Dr. H. Colin MacKay, Commanding Officer of Kandahar Airfield Hospital in 2007. "Basic
first aid and pre-hospital care appeared to be virtually non-existent in Kandahar," says Dr MacKay. "There is a
need to help the local population learn basic first aid to help stabilize wounds and minimize injury before pa-
tients go to hospital. St John Ambulance has the capabilities that could fulfill that need."”

By listening to first aid safety radio announcements and by improvising first aid tools, Afghanistan's vulnerable
populations will be able to administer lifesaving and injury prevention skills in their homes and communities.

A bit closer to home, St John Canada has also got a group of
committed volunteers deployed to a UN mission in Haiti helping
the the Haitian National Police Academy develop quality first aid
programmes. "Supporting and strengthening first aid training
within the Haitian first responder community is core to the St
John mission and supports the Government of Canada'’s hu-
manitarian role in Haiti," says Major Justin Schmidt-Clever,
Canadian Forces and St John Ambulance First Aid instructor-
trainer. This approach allows "Haitians to teach Haitians" -
passing on their knowledge and skills to their communities to
improve their health, safety and quality of life - for generations
to come.

St John Nigeria ddo the Hert of the mater

St John Nigeria ran a hugely successful CPR training session for
the Nigerian Heart Campaign 2009 this September in Lagos, Nige-
ria. Participants received a two-hour CPR training from St John
Nigeria trainers as part of “Nigerian Heart 2009” - a three-day inter-
national cardiovascular conference and public awareness campaign
organised by Heart Campaign™. The conference was attended by
over 200 participants, including medical health professionals and
members of the Student Action on Salt and Health.

Dr Patrick Orumbie of St John Nigeria said “We were able to train
quite a number of health professionals in CPR and they loved it.” Feedback forms completed by participants
rated the CPR training provided by St John Nigeria very highly.

St John Nigeria plans to partner with Heart Campaign™ in its next annual Nigerian heart campaign to in-
crease public awareness of heart disease by providing CPR training to schools in Nigeria. Heart Campaign™
is a UK-based not-for-profit organisation which was set up in October 2007 by Dr Derin Balogun. Its mission
is to raise public awareness about heart disease, improve medical education on heart disease and raise
funds for scientific research and public campaigns on the prevention of heart disease in Nigeria. Heart dis-
ease is emerging as a major cause of death in Nigeria. According to World Health Organisation reports, 1 in
10 people in Nigeria suffer from hypertension, or high blood pressure, a common form of heart disease.

St John Nigeria would like to thank St John Ambulance Merseyside for assisting with funding the first aid
training manikins for event.

www.orderofstjohn.org



News In brid.... November 2006 -

October 2009 - St John Malaysia contributed The St_acretapqt’s
52,000 water purification tablets to help victims of the Capacity Building
typhoon in the Philippines. St John Ambulance com- Programme recently
mander-in-chief Datuk Dr Low Bin Tick said the supply orgams_ed a
could benefit at least 5,000 families with one tablet ster-  Strategic planning
ilising a litre of water. session with St

John Grenada.

"The typhoon victims had suffered a lot. We don'twant ~ Thisisthefirst3
them to get into further misery," he said when present- year plan the organisa-
ing the contribution to the Philippine Ambassador to tion has had and the workshop brought together 16

Malaysia Victoriano M. Lecaros at the Philippines Em- excited delegates. _ _ o
bassy recently. Increasing their marketing and PR is a top priority

for St John Grenada to grow their profile, visibility
and membership.

“It has been fantastic to see everyone working to-

St John gether with such enthusiasm” said Pippa Hoyland
"’:‘;‘g:t'a from the Secretariat, who facilitated the event. “l am
fhe tablets sure the plan will help St John Grenada go from

to the strength to strentgth.”

Philippine

Ambas-

sador

(middle

right)

November 2009 - Youth, Youth Youth!

Delegates at the Caribbean Regional Meeting in Dominica
decided that developing a regional Youth programme was
the priority for the year ahead. ‘Working together as a re-
gion’ was the key theme for the meeting and with the suc-
cess of developing the

Caribbean First Aid

manual and the Disas-

ter Preparedness pro-

gramme - the

organisations are keen

to work together more.

Watch this space!

September 2009 - Singapore comes out at night!
The 2009 Singapore Formula 1 Grand Prix Night
Race, was stretched over a period of 3 days from
25 - 27 September 2009. St John provided First
Aid cover for the event and sold ‘Survival Kits’,

Delegates at the meeting in which each contained a pair of earplugs and a sin-
Domnica (right) gle-use rain poncho. Each pack costs $$2.00, and
we O\La(\é. . all profits from the sales go to St John.
X
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