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The Lord Prior visits Africa
In January this year the Lord Prior, Professor An-
thony Mellows accompanied by his wife Elizabeth
visited the Priory for South Africa where he installed
Major Ian Crowther as Prior. It was a glittering occa-
sion held in St George's Church, Parktown, with
trumpeters from the Army, a piper from the Transvaal
Scottish (a reserve force regiment) and visitors from
all over the St John world, including the Chancellor
of the Priory for Wales (bottom).

The Lord Prior visited the remote rural areas of
Inanda and Hammersdale in KwaZulu Natal. He and

Mrs Mellows met some of the many people being cared for by St John in Durban and distributed some gifts. 

In Namibia, the Lord Prior sat in on a meeting of the new Council of St
John Namibia which was held in Windhoek. St John Namibia is
undergoing a period of re-structuring and the visit was an opportunity to
meet new volunteers and hear about plans for the future.

The Lord Prior's next major function was a visit to St John Zimbabwe
where a new wing to the St John offices in Harare was opened by the
Zimbabwean Minister of Health and 3 new ambulances from St John in
Western Australia were officially handed over to Zimbabwe. Also present
at this exciting event was His Excellency Mr John Courtney, the Australian Ambassador to Zimbabwe. St John
volunteers, led by the Zimbabwe Police Band, marched to the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart where in an
impressive ceremony the Lord Prior invested 23 postulants, including Dr Bill Moore, Chairman of the St John
Zimbabwe as Kight of the Order, and some of the young people who played such an important role in fighting
the effects of the cholera epidemic.

To complete the day's activities, an impressive display of Home Based Care skills was presented by those
young members involved in the programme. There was also a poetry reading by Florence who has been
trained by St John (picture above right). To conclude the day, the Lord Prior handed presented three hundred
training course certficates to deserving recipients.

The following day there was a visit by the Lord Prior to St John Uganda at
their newly rennovated offices in Kampala following which Mrs Mellows
toured the St John Bulumagi Division HIV/AIDS treatment centre. The
youngest members of St John Uganda (above left) were there to greet the
Lord Prior and show them around their office. Six long serving members of
St John Uganda were also invested into the Order. Professor Mellows
said, “It is a pleasure to see so many dedicated and wonderful volunteers
become members and gain promotion to the Order. It confirms the

outstanding quality of St John’s work in Africa and we look forward to many more in the future”

The Lord Prior and his wife left Africa after their whirlwind tour with pictures and lasting memories of Africa's
great needs and the efforts of St John to meet them. 



For the Faith and in the Service of Humanity www.orderofstjohn.org

HRHThe Duke of Gloucester opens the new HQ in London
By Ed Hill, St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital

The 18th February 2010 was an important day for the Order of St
John. It was the official opening of the new offices at
Charterhouse Mews in London and the beginning of a new
chapter in the organisation’s history. By happy coincidence it
would also have been the 70th birthday of Robert Krehl - one of
the most ardent supporters of the Order and its work, without
whose exceptional generosity, the day would not have been made
possible. Through his kindness The Order Secretariat and the St
John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital now have a permanent office
space in London.

Principal guests on the day were Robert Krehl's widow Monique, his son Oliver and his daughter-in-law (above
right with HRH). All were shown around the impressive buildings which were officially opened by HRH The
Grand Prior.

In his speech The Grand Prior thanked Robert,who sadly died in August 2009, for getting so involved with the
Order and our work around the world, “It is especially flattering to provide a new headquarters and these
wonderful new facilities in London. Robert had the foresight to understand S t John's ethic in wanting
to help and he encouraged S t John here in the UK to look outwards and internationally . He has helped
us support many countries which are not able to help themselves and this will be a huge boost to S t
John internationally . This generous gift shows that our work is both necessary and obligatory . What
we are doing is of consequence and will be more so in the future. Thank you so much to Robert and
his family .”

The Lord Prior opened the ceremony and the Prelate
Bishop Jack Nicholls (far left) said a prayer giving thanks
for Robert's life and blessed the new building. After the
speeches staff and dignitaries mingled and all had the
opportunity to look at the new buildings whilst in the
marquee drinks and canapés were served. I am sure that
much of the discussion that took place was in reference to
Robert Krehl - a remarkable man.

Monique summed up the day well, 'It has been such a
wonderful occasion-we are delighted to be here. W e

just wish Robert could have been here with us too.'

The Grand Prior opens the new Order Headquarters

Johanniter set up country
programme in Haiti

Following the devastating earthquake which
hit Haiti on 12th January 2010 Johanniter
sent initial emergency teams to respond
and help in the immediate aftermath. Now,
they are setting up a country office for a
longer term programme which will last
between 3-5 years. 230,000 people are
thought to have died in the disaster and
over 3 million people have been affected.

For more information, visit their website www.thejohnanniter.org.
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News from around the world...

Kampala hosts the Africa
Regional meeting - Feb 2010

In February 2010,
representatives from St
John around Africa
came together at the
Africa Regional
Meeting. The theme of
the meeting was

‘Advancing St John in
Africa’ and discussions centred around how St
John in Africa can work together better in order
to grow and develop. This included presentations
and workshops on youth, governance, disaster
preparedness and much more!

It was the first time that representatives from the
newly provisionally registered, St John
Cameroon met their colleagues from around the
region. “It was a wonderful meeting and very
useful for everyone in St John Cameroon” said
Moses Nkamanyi. St John Uganda kindly hosted
the meeting and delegates had an opportunity to
meet volunteers and staff from Uganda at their
newly rennovated headquarters.

International Youth Festival is a huge success

The St John International Youth Festival 2010 took place in
Christchurch, New Zealand, in January, and was a fantastic triumph.

St John New Zealand's Northern Region (SI) hosted to 400 participants
for week-long Festival, with participants coming from around New
Zealand, as well as members of the international St John family from
Australia, Canada, England, Germany, Hong Kong, Malaysia,
Singapore, and Wales.

The Festival began with a Maori welcome on 25 January. The welcome
was notable for the first public performance of a haka and waiata (song)
written specifically for St John in New Zealand.  The opening ceremony occurred later that evening, when
Garry Wilson, Chancellor of St John in New Zealand, declared the Festival open.  This part of the ceremony
also launched the celebrations for the 125th anniversary of St John in New Zealand.

Many competitions were held and the rest of the International Youth Festival was similarly action-packed.
Participants completed an 'amazing race' around Christchurch on 27 January, and finished the evening with
dinner on the Port Hills overlooking Christchurch.

29 January featured a youth symposium, 'Making a Difference', with guest speakers Jaimes Wood, St John
New Zealand Chief Executive, mountaineer and motivational speaker Mark Inglis, and Andrea Evans, a Youth
Leader from Wales who, like Mark, knows the difficulties of life as a double amputee.

St John Jamaica train hundreds in disaster 
preparedness
"During a disaster you may be stranded at your house -
would you have all the items you would need to survive
for 72 hours? Do you know how much water and food
you would need?"

These are the questions St John Jamaica have been asking
communities as they travel the country training over 1000
people in disaster awareness and emergency first aid. 

It is part of a Caribbean-wide project that St John is
implementing, funded by the Federal Foreign Office in
Berlin and The Johanniter. Across the region St John is
aiming to train 12,600 people by the end of the 2010. The
free one day courses have been in popular demand in

Jamaica and St John trainers
are travelling the length and
breadth of the island to
ensure those most vulnerable
to disasters are getting this
vital training. At a recent
event over one hundred
people turned up on the day
waiting to be trained - much

to the shock of the trainers!
A community group works together to 
brainstorm their 72 hour emergency kit



24th-26th May - Grand Council, NZ

25th June - S t John’ s Day

22nd-23rd July - Mediterranean Regional 

Meeting, Malt a

27th-28th July - S teering Committe, London

Sep - Asia-Pacific Regional meeting, 

Malaysia           
           

  

For all the latest news and resources
from the Order go to the website
www.orderofstjohn.org

If you have any stories you would like to be
covered in The Link or you would like any
information on any of the news featured in this
edition, please contact Gemma Mullick at the
Order Secretariat at
gemma@orderofstjohn.org
or  0044 (0)20 7251 3292

News in brief....

Are you logging on for all the best resources?
Log onto the private area of the Order ’s
website and you can download useful
report s, minutes and document s from S t
John but also links to lot s of websites
which are jam p acked with ideas on
fundraising, project s, community development...you
name it, we’ve found it! Log on today by visiting 
www.orderofstjohn.org/members-area. Cont act 
gemma@orderofstjohn.org if you need the username
and password. 

In focus...St John Ghana
" I liked the workshop - it demystified planning and made it easy
and understandable" Workshop participant.

St John Ghana really enjoyed
their strategic planning workshop
which was held over a weekend in
January in Accra, funded and fa-
cilitated through the Order's Ca-
pacity Building Programme.
Thirty St John members partici-
pated and we were fortunate in

having the STAPLE partner of St John Ghana - St John Am-
bulance Avon (England) - present throughout the workshop.

St John is well known in Ghana and in the past few years has
been actively seeking ways to develop national coverage of
its activities by establishing centres in most of the regions of
the country.  The quality of its first aid training is highly

New ambulances for Zimbabwe
At the beginning of 2008 the entire ambulance
fleet of St John Zimbabwe was grounded and
they had to sell one in order to carry out repairs
on the others

Western Australia very generously donated 3
ambulances in 2009 and these have proved
very popular with the public and our volunteers!
Leikkisha Ducan from WA visited SJ Zimbabwe

in 2010 and she
helped in
enhancing
knowledge of the
ambulance crew in
ambulance
maintenance,
patient care, and
fleet management.

Survey in Malawi shows they are reaching thousands of
people in need.
St John Malawi runs a Primary Health care programme in the Ndirande and
Mbayani townships in Blantyre. They have 55 dedicated and highly skilled
volunteers who have been serving the communities through provision of health
education and services. A recent survey showed that during 2009, volunteers
have reached 10,327 people from 4,897 households and a massive 4,677 health
education sessions were conducted. During baby growth monitoring sessions,
25,351 children were reached of which 16,427 have completed immunisations.  
Congratulations to everyone involved!

regarded and the Association also runs a vi-
brant schools programme in order to raise
awareness of the importance of first aid among
young people.  Community care is an important
component of the work of St John Ghana and it
is seeking to expand this area including starting
community home based care programmes.
The Association has strong links with the
Ghanaian Ministry of Health which has sec-
onded the new CEO to St John Ghana, Ms Es-
ther Anyidoho - Welcome to St John Esther!


